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ISC, Sana’a

ISC, Mombassa

ISC, Zanzibar

RCOC, Mahé

2017 Jeddah Amendment to the Djibouti Code of Conduct 

(DCoC)

South 

Sudan

RMIFC, Madagascar

IOC HQ, Mauritius
26 Aug 2020:

India joined Japan, Norway, the 

UK, and the USA, as an ‘Observer’

Eswatini



INS Trikand escorting MV Annika, a UN-affiliated merchant 

ship transporting relief material from Berbera (Somaliland) 

to Mombasa (Kenya) through piracy prone waters. Such 

missions underline the Indian Navy’s commitment to the 

countering of piracy and armed robbery in the Indian 

Ocean Region
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• At the ‘India-US 2+2’ held in April 2022, India announced that it 

would join the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) as an 

Associate Partner 

• The CMF (comprising three task forces: CTF 150 [maritime 

security and counter-terrorism], CTF 151 [counter-piracy] and 

CTF 152 ‘Persian Gulf security and cooperation]) is a 34-nation 

US-led naval partnership to promote security, stability and 

prosperity across approximately 3.2 million square miles of 

international waters, which encompass some of the world’s 

most important shipping lanes.

• In July 2022, the Indian Navy’s Deputy Chief of Naval Staff 

(DCNS) Vice Admiral Sanjay Mahindru, visited CMF HQ in 

Bahrain

• An Indian Navy Liaison Officer has been posted at the US 

Central Command (CENTCOM) in Bahrain



INS Sunayna (An advanced “Naval Offshore Patrol Vessel” 

[NOPV]) participated in in the CMF’s capacity-building 

exercise SOUTHERN READINESS at /off Seychelles from 24 

to 27 September 2022



November 2022: 

INS Trikand participated in the JMSDF-led CMF-B 

Exercise “SEA SWORD 2” in the north-west 

Arabian Sea



26 Feb to 16 Mar 23:

INS Trikand participated in the “International 

Maritime Exercise/ Cutlass Express 2023” (IMX/CE-

23) organized by AFRICOM, and aimed at combating 

piracy, armed robbery and threats to international 

sea lanes (ISLs)



26 Feb to 16 Mar 23:

INS Trikand participated in the “International Maritime Exercise/ 

Cutlass Express 2023” (IMX/CE-23) organized by AFRICOM, and 

aimed at combating piracy, armed robbery, and other threats to 

International Sea Lanes (ISLs)



On 31 January 2023, the Hon’ble President of India gave her assent to 

the Maritime Anti-Piracy Act, 2022.  The Act, which came into force on 

22 February 2023 has been enacted to give effect to UNCLOS (1982) 

provisions relating to the repression of piracy on the high seas and for 

matters connected therewith or incidental thereto





Strait of Hormuz 
to the Tropic of 
Capricorn

North of the Red 
Sea towards the 
centre of the 
Indian Ocean

21 February 2022:
EU launched the CMP in the North Western Indian Ocean as a 
Maritime Area of Interest (MAI)

COORDINATED MARITIME PRESENCE: NWIO

• Uses existing naval and 

air assets of EU Member 

State, which are present 

or are deployed on a 

voluntary basis in these 

Maritime Areas of Interest

• Relies on enhanced 

coordination of naval and 

air assets, which remain 

under national command

• Provides continuity, 

complementarity and 

synergy via the MARSUR 

network





A & N Islands: Four Strategic Strands

Transshipment Hub

Offshore Oil

Stability of E & NE India

Gateway to SE & E Asia



“India is making a big push for oil and gas exploration in 

the Andaman deep-water basin,” and ONGC is in talks 

with ExxonMobil and Shell for a “possible participation 

in the Andaman offshore exploration programme” 

involving 304 wells 30 June 2022

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/oil-gas/india-makes-a-big-push-

for-oil-and-gas-exploration-in-andaman/articleshow/92531416.cms?from=mdr



Chennai-Andaman & Nicobar Islands (CANI) Cable Project 



Galathea Bay





IUU FISHING



If IUU fishing is not arrested, it frequently morphs into: 

ARMS & DRUG TRAFFICKING



HUMAN TRAFFICKING

If IUU fishing is not arrested, it frequently morphs into: 



Illegal Immigration



• Even as early as 2003, illegal immigrants from Myanmar, 

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka were believed to be in the 

Andamans, using fake Indian “Ration Cards”, which are, in 

many instances, considered to be valid “Identity Cards”.  

Reports persist of Thai fishermen coming and living with 

friendly Nicobarese of the Southern Nicobar Islands

• In early-Feb 2005 India reportedly apprehended 34 Arakan 

separatists from Myanmar who had been hiding in Landfall 

Island in North Andaman.  They were a part of the ‘Arakan 

Army’.   More than 70 Arakanese were apprehended in 

“Long Island” in the Andaman Islands and 145 guns seized
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“INDOMALPHI” (wef June 2017)

Indonesia–Malaysia–Philippines Trilateral Maritime Patrols
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