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SUMMARY

* Geopolitics refers to (a state’s) use of economic and political power to access
and control networks, territories and physical features to increase economic
and political power.

* Geopolitical competition for access and control of shared geographical
spaces =2 the maritime world (at, below, above and along the rim/littoral)

* Maritime Security of Sea Lines of Communications (SLOCs) = <half of the
world’s trade in Indo-Pacific via Southeast Asia “lynchpin”

* Piracy and sea robbery (PSR) : economic vs. political motivation?
* Tackling transnational problem with stove-piped national approaches

* International cooperation vs. national sovereignty
* Cooperation reflects national interests
e Sovereignty decides whether cooperation outweighs benefits of non-cooperation



CONTENTS

PART 1

1. What is geopolitics?
1.1 Geopolitics of Maritime Security &
Safety

2. How states gain maritime access
& control
2.1. Southeast Asia in the global SLOCs

3. Geopolitical competition &
conflicts

4. Geopolitics of maritime security

& safety

4.1. Attacks on merchant shipping by
armed groups

PART 2

5.

© 0 N

Maritime Piracy and Sea Robbery
in Asia

Straits of Malacca and Singapore
Sulu and Sulawesi Seas
South China Sea

Bay of Bengal & Eastern Indian
Ocean

10. Global & regional cooperation:

10.1 ReCAAP ISC
10.2 IMIC



PART 1
GEOPO
MARIT

— THE
LITICS OF
ME

SECURITY AND

SAFETY

1. What do we mean by
geopolitics?

2. Whatis ma
safety?

ritime security and

3. How does geopolitics influence
maritime security and safety?




NEAR
AND
FAR

WATERS

THE |
GEOPOLITICS |

2 l

T
‘Uf' - OF

. SEAPOWER

COLIN FLINT

1. What is Geopolitics?
The Geopolitics of Seapower

“The use of economic and political
power to control networks,
territory, and physical features,
and, in turn, the use of the control
of networks, territory, and physical
features to increase economic and
political power.” (p. 21)

KEY WORDS: economy, politics,
power, control, networks, territory,
and physical features



1.1 Geopolitics of Maritime Security & Safety

Geopolitical dimension of » Safety from inanimate or non-
maritime security: human objects, such as

“the way geography constrains acc”ide_nts (un(jntentional),
and informs (directly or indirectly) ~ Po'lution, and nature

maritime security policies, e Security, also known as “law
regulations, measures and enforcement”, from threats of
operations, as well as how states non-state human actors, such as
take (tacitly or explicitly) criminals and terrorists

geography into account when
developing their maritime security
strategies.”

* Defence against hostile state
actors or actions, such as enemy
warships or vessels

Basil Germond, “The Geopolitical Dimension of Adapted from Geoffrey Till’s presentation during the

Maritime Security,” Marine Policy, 54 (2015): 138. Regional Maritime Security Practitioners’ Programme

(RMPP) by the Information Fusion Centre (IFC) in
Singapore on 5 September 2022.




Shipping density based on AIS data

2. How States Gain
Maritime Access & Control

Subsea cables

* ACCESS to Networks: Shipﬁing,
pipelines, cables, supply chains,
etc.

* CONTROL of Territories and
ghysical Features: South China
ea

* CONTROL of ACCESS?
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3. Geopolitical Competition & Conflicts

Ukraine crisis could heighten risks tied to Asia’s geopolitical flashpoints

Risk scenario Probability Impact Risk intensity
A security conflict emerges across the Taiwan Strait Moderate Very high

China moves against Taiwan's holdings in the South China Sea Moderate High

North Korea resumes development of nuclear weapons Low Very high

India-China tensions escalate to a military conflict Low Very high

A major conflict breaks out between India and Pakistan Low Very high

Armed hostilities breaks out between China and Japan in the East China Sea Low Very high

Major clashes break out among claimants in the South China Sea Low Very high

Intensity colour key: 1 to 4 5to8 9to 12 . 13to 16 . 17 to 25 .

Note. Intensity is a product of the probability and impact ratings, where “very low” scores 1 and “very high” scores 5.

Source: EIU Risk Briefing.

The Economist Intelligence Unit, “The Outlook for Asia following the Russian Invasion of Ukraine: How the Russia-
Ukraine War is Reshaping Geopolitical and Economic Developments in Asia,” 2022.



4. Geopolitics of
maritime security &
safety

&) [\9 uNIDIR

Securing the Seas
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Shadow fleets, sanction evasion, & non-proliferation

Warfare at sea and attacks on merchant shipping by armed groups
Proliferation of low-cost weapon systems

The return of sea mine risks

Lawfare? Civilian vessels for military purposes

Maritime cyber security attacks

Vulnerability of digital communication and subsea data cables
Securing green energy at sea: resilient energy

Seabed security and mining disputes

Al & autonomous vessels

New sensors and standards for maritime domain

Green Defence: The role of navies/CG in environmental security
Shipping risks in an age of climate change

Law enforcement in marine protected areas

Maritime security and New High Seas Treaty

Climate change, sea level rise, and small island States

The outer space/maritime nexus

Human security: indigenous peoples and coastal communities
Human rights at sea

Passenger ship security 10



4.1 Attacks on merchant shipping by armed
groups

Trade to and from Asia is being rerouted via the Cape of Good Hope
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4.2 Disruption to Global
SLOCs

Figure 2

International maritime trade and world gross domestic product evolve in
tandem but at a diverging pace

(Annual percentage change)
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Source: UNCTAD calculations. Seaborne trade figures based on data from Clarksons Research Shipping
Intelligence Network (time series, July 2024). GDP figures projections based on UNCTADstat data and, for
2023 and 2024, on table | (world output growth, 1991-2024) from UNCTAD Trade and Development Report

Update, April 2024,

Figure 9

Impact of increased shipping rates due to disruptions in the Red Sea
and Panama Canal on consumer price levels and real gross domestic
product
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price

index and

breakdown
Other manufacturing
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developing States countries

(b) Impact on real Percentage change
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Vi
product World developing States countries

Source: UNCTAD calculations, based on the GTAP version 11 Data Base and other data provided by
Clarksons Research Shipping Intelligence Network and Maritech Services Limited, Sea.
Notes: Median of the impact across economies in respective economic group.




ReCAAP ISC Annual Report 2023

e — Location of incidents

PART 2 — THE
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3. How does geopolitics influence cooperation
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Map 1- Location of incidents (2023)



5. Maritime Piracy and Sea Robbery

PIRACY - UNCLOS Art. 101

a)

b)

any illegal act or violence or detention,
or any act of depredation committed
for private ends by the crew or the
passengers of a private ship or a
private aircraft, and directed:

on the high seas, against another ship,

or against persons or property on board
such ship;

i. against a ship, persons or property in a
place outside the jurisdiction of any
State;

any act of voluntary participation in
the operation of a ship or of an aircraft
with the knowledge of facts making it a
pirate ship or aircraft;

any act of inciting or intentionally
facilitating an act described in
subparagraph (a) or (b).

SEA ROBBERY OR ARMED ROBBERY
AGAINST SHIPS (ARAS) — IMO Res.
A.1205(26)

a)

b)

any illegal act of violence or detention,
or any act of depredation, or threat
thereof, other than an act of “piracy’,
committed for private ends and
directed against ships, or against
persons or property on board such
ship, within a State’s internal waters,
archipelagic waters and territorial sea
(in Coastal State’s jurisdiction);

any act of inciting or of intentionally
facilitating an act described above.



6. Straits of Malacca &
ingapore (SOMS

The Maritime Executive
)

Media Kit
(https://mediakit.maritime-
executive.com/2024)

Overreporting vs.

572 Underreporting of incidents

Views

Insurance Rates for Malacca Strait Traffic to Rise Dramatically

PUBLISHED JUL 6, 2005 12:01 AM BY THE MARITIME EXECUTIVE (HTTPS2/MARITIME-EXECUTIVE.COM/AUTHOR/MAREX)
Ship owners whose vessels transit the Malacca Strait or call on Indonesian ports will soon have to pay for additional
insurance coverage after the Joint War Committee (JWC) of Lioyd's Market Association declared it a high-risk area.

This high-risk declaration will have a profound impact on the more than 50,000 ships that annually pass through the
Strait and other Indonesian waters. The on-going piracy in the Strait is the key factor behind the JWC's reasoning.

The Strait has now been added to the JWC's list totaling 21 shipping areas worldwide that are in jeopardy of war,
strikes, terrorism, and related perils, joining the likes of Somalia, Irag, and Lebanon.

By including the Strait and Indonesian ports, underwriters can, at their own discretion, issue a seven day notice of
cancellation of a vessel's insurance, after which point the underwriter can begin seeking additional premiums.

Basically, this means that a vessel's insurance coverage can be cancelled if it intends to transit these ‘excluded
areas,' and the ship owner will have to pay a premium to reinstate insurance coverage in order to call on the affected
ports or transit the Strait.

Typically shipping companies attempt to reclaim or offset such premiums by applying 'war risk surcharges' on the
cargoes they carry.

The premiums have reached nearly 0.4 percent of a ship's hull and machinery value, resulting in an average cost of
$150,000 per port call, which has now forced shipping companies to divert from various port calls.
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* Maritime Security Issues:
* Armed conflicts
* Terrorism
* Territorial boundary
disputes

e 2016 Kidnap & ransom of
sailors from Indonesia &
other countries

e 2016 Trilateral Cooperative
Arrangement (TCA)

* |IMSS (Indonesia)
* ESSCOM (Malaysia)

e Coast Watch South
(Philippines)

16



8. South China Sea (SCS

Map 5. South China Sea crude oil trade flows in million barrels per day,
2023

o \ Australia ~ 0.1 2
elia

Source: World Bank, U.S. Energy Information Administration, and Vortexa

Note: Routes are for reference only and not a guide for exact trade routes. Countries in
the Asia-Pacific region that export small amounts of crude oil and condensates were not
included in the map for clarity.

ReEANP

’andent Alert Information Sharing Gentre
Incident Alert : 03/2019
Name and Type of Ship : CK Bluebell { Bulk Carrier
Date/Time of incident  : 22 July 2019 at about 0325 hrs (Local Time)
Area Description : South China Sea, approximately 28 nm West of

Pulau Anambas, Indonesia

- Detail of Incident

On 22 July 2019 the master of Korea-registered bulk carrier “CK Bluebell" reported that
about 0325hrs (LT), seven perpetrators armed with guns and knives boarded the ship
while she was underway in South China Sea, at approximately 28nm west of the Anambas
Island, Indonesia. The crew was threatened and two crew members sustained minor
injury. The perpetrators took away some cash and the crew's personal belongings and left
the ship at about 0400hrs (LT). The ship proceeded towards the next port of call at
Incheon, Korea.

Legend
@ CAT2
Pulau.
Anambas
°
MALAYSIA

- Reported by: ReCAAP Focal Point (Korea)

ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore)
- Comments

This is the first incident reported off west of Pulau Anambas in South China Sea in 2019.
There were two previous incidents occurred in 2017 in the similar vicinity in South China
Sea. The ReCAAP ISC advises all ships to exercise enhanced vigilance while underway in
the South China Sea and report all incidents to the nearest coastal State and flag State

immediately.
Page 2
Y
Tuesday, 23 19 Xy,
.
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9. Bay of Bengal & Eastern IcC
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Indian Ocean (BOB-EIO Grime Sarvics
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IMB Piracy & Armed Robbery Map 2024

This live map shows all piracy and armed robbery incidents reported to IMB Piracy Reporting Centre during
2024. If exact coordinates are not provided, estimated positions are shown based on information provided.
Zoom-in and click on the pointers to view more information of individual attacks. Pointers may be superimposed

)

on each other.

@ = Attempted Attack Q = Boarded , = Fired upon , = Hijacked , = Suspicious vessel
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10. GlObal & Regi0n8| Maritime Coordinated Patrols in and around Southeast Asia
Cooperation

Information Sharing
Centres

1.

International Maritime
Bureau (IMB)

. Information Fusion

Centre (IFC)

. ReCAAP ISC

4. Indonesia Maritime

Information Center
(IMIC)

Area
SOMS

SSS

SCS

BOB-EIO

Bilateral

Malindo
Corpat;
Indosin Corpat
Malindo
Corpat;
Philindo
Corpat

US-Indonesia
Sea Survex

Indindo
Corpat;
IN-BN Corpat

Trilateral

MSP (2006-
08); Eyes-in-
the Sky
Trilateral
Cooperation

Agreement
(TCA)

none?

none?

Multilateral
MSP (2008)

none?

none? Only
joint patrols

none?



10.1 ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre

Voluntary Contribution to ReCAAP by Country of Origin,
2017-2023
(in SGD)
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PART 1 - MARITIME INCIDENTS

Sea Robbery

20

Between 2021 and 2023, robberies at sea shows increasing trend as shown in Chart 14.
The data points to rapid increase of sea robbery incidents in past three years. Robbery
attempts in strategic sea lanes such as Singapore Strait become main concern, indicating
evolving maritime security challenges in the waters.

In 2023, cases of sea robbery indicates fluctuating trend as seen in Chart 17. The chart
shows that during 2023, sea robbery occurred every month. It is suspected that particular
criminal group played role in the incidents, with some of them arrested by law enforcement

personnel.

6 MARITIME INCIDENTS 2023

YEAR

2021 2022 2023
Chart 16 -Number of Sea Robbery Cases (2021-2023)

Record Count

February March April July August October November

Chart 17 - Number of Sea Robbery Cases (2023)
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