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SUMMARY
• Geopolitics refers to (a state’s) use of economic and political power to access 

and control networks, territories and physical features to increase economic 
and political power. 

• Geopolitical competition for access and control of shared geographical 
spaces → the maritime world (at, below, above and along the rim/littoral)

• Maritime Security of Sea Lines of Communications (SLOCs) → <half of the 
world’s trade in Indo-Pacific via Southeast Asia “lynchpin”

• Piracy and sea robbery (PSR) : economic vs. political motivation? 
• Tackling transnational problem with stove-piped national approaches

• International cooperation vs. national sovereignty
• Cooperation reflects national interests

• Sovereignty decides whether cooperation outweighs benefits of non-cooperation
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PART 1 – THE 
GEOPOLITICS OF 
MARITIME 
SECURITY AND 
SAFETY

1. What do we mean by 
geopolitics? 

2. What is maritime security and 
safety? 

3. How does geopolitics influence 
maritime security and safety? 
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1. What is Geopolitics? 
The Geopolitics of Seapower

“The use of economic and political 
power to control networks, 
territory, and physical features, 
and, in turn, the use of the control 
of networks, territory, and physical 
features to increase economic and 
political power.” (p. 21)

KEY WORDS: economy, politics, 
power, control, networks, territory, 
and physical features 5



1.1 Geopolitics of Maritime Security & Safety

Geopolitical dimension of 
maritime security: 

“the way geography constrains 
and informs (directly or indirectly) 
maritime security policies, 
regulations, measures and 
operations, as well as how states 
take (tacitly or explicitly) 
geography into account when 
developing their maritime security 
strategies.” 

• Safety from inanimate or non-
human objects, such as 
accidents (unintentional), 
pollution, and nature

• Security, also known as “law 
enforcement”, from threats of 
non-state human actors, such as 
criminals and terrorists

• Defence against hostile state 
actors or actions, such as enemy 
warships or vessels 

Basil Germond, “The Geopolitical Dimension of 
Maritime Security,” Marine Policy, 54 (2015): 138.

Adapted from Geoffrey Till’s presentation during the 
Regional Maritime Security Practitioners’ Programme 
(RMPP) by the Information Fusion Centre (IFC) in 
Singapore on 5 September 2022. 6



2. How States Gain
Maritime Access & Control

• ACCESS to Networks: Shipping, 
pipelines, cables, supply chains, 
etc. 

• CONTROL of Territories and 
Physical Features: South China 
Sea

• CONTROL of ACCESS?

Shipping density based on AIS data Subsea cables
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2.1 Southeast 
Asia in the 
Global SLOCs

• Straits of Malacca 
and Singapore 
(SOMS). Sunda, and 
Lombok 

• South China Sea 
(SCS)

• Sulu and Sulawesi 
Seas (SSS)

• Importance carries 
different weight 
across areas and 
regions  
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3. Geopolitical Competition & Conflicts

The Economist Intelligence Unit, “The Outlook for Asia following the Russian Invasion of Ukraine: How the Russia-
Ukraine War is Reshaping Geopolitical and Economic Developments in Asia,” 2022.
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4. Geopolitics of 
maritime security & 
safety

1. Shadow fleets, sanction evasion, & non-proliferation

2. Warfare at sea and attacks on merchant shipping by armed groups

3. Proliferation of low-cost weapon systems

4. The return of sea mine risks

5. Lawfare? Civilian vessels for military purposes

6. Maritime cyber security attacks

7. Vulnerability of digital communication and subsea data cables

8. Securing green energy at sea: resilient energy

9. Seabed security and mining disputes

10. AI & autonomous vessels 

11. New sensors and standards for maritime domain

12. Green Defence: The role of navies/CG in environmental security

13. Shipping risks in an age of climate change

14. Law enforcement in marine protected areas

15. Maritime security and New High Seas Treaty

16. Climate change, sea level rise, and small island States

17. The outer space/maritime nexus

18. Human security: indigenous peoples and coastal communities

19. Human rights at sea

20. Passenger ship security
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4.1 Attacks on merchant shipping by armed 
groups
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4.2 Disruption to Global 
SLOCs
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PART 2 – THE 
GEOPOLITICS OF 
MARITIME PIRACY AND 
SEA ROBBERY IN ASIA
1. What do we mean by maritime piracy and 

sea robbery? 

2. Why is geopolitics relevant to maritime 
piracy and sea robbery? 

3. How does geopolitics influence cooperation 
in maritime counterpiracy and counter-
robbery? 
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5. Maritime Piracy and Sea Robbery

PIRACY - UNCLOS Art. 101
a) any illegal act or violence or detention, 

or any act of depredation committed 
for private ends by the crew or the 
passengers of a private ship or a 
private aircraft, and directed:

i. on the high seas, against another ship, 
or against persons or property on board 
such ship; 

ii. against a ship, persons or property in a 
place outside the jurisdiction of any 
State;

b) any act of voluntary participation in 
the operation of a ship or of an aircraft 
with the knowledge of facts making it a 
pirate ship or aircraft; 

c) any act of inciting or intentionally 
facilitating an act described in 
subparagraph (a) or (b).  

SEA ROBBERY OR ARMED ROBBERY 
AGAINST SHIPS (ARAS) – IMO Res. 
A.1205(26)

a) any illegal act of violence or detention, 
or any act of depredation, or threat 
thereof, other than an act of “piracy”, 
committed for private ends and 
directed against ships, or against 
persons or property on board such 
ship, within a State’s internal waters, 
archipelagic waters and territorial sea 
(in Coastal State’s jurisdiction); 

b) any act of inciting or of intentionally 
facilitating an act described above. 
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6. Straits of Malacca & 
Singapore (SOMS)
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Overreporting vs. 
Underreporting of incidents



7. Sulu & 
Sulawesi 
Seas (SSS)
• Maritime Security Issues:

• Armed conflicts

• Terrorism

• Territorial boundary 
disputes

• 2016 Kidnap & ransom of 
sailors from Indonesia & 
other countries

• 2016 Trilateral Cooperative 
Arrangement (TCA)

• IMSS (Indonesia)

• ESSCOM (Malaysia)

• Coast Watch South 
(Philippines)
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8. South China Sea  (SCS)
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9. Bay of Bengal & Eastern 
Indian Ocean (BOB-EIO)

High Seas of the Bay of Bengal
Source: Marineregions.org

https://www.icc-ccs.org/piracy-reporting-centre/live-piracy-
map 18



10. Global & Regional 
Cooperation

Maritime Coordinated Patrols in and around Southeast Asia

Area Bilateral Trilateral Multilateral

SOMS Malindo 
Corpat; 
Indosin Corpat

MSP (2006-
08); Eyes-in-
the Sky

MSP (2008)

SSS Malindo 
Corpat; 
Philindo 
Corpat

Trilateral 
Cooperation 
Agreement 
(TCA)

none?

SCS US-Indonesia 
Sea Survex

none? none? Only 
joint patrols

BOB-EIO IndIndo 
Corpat; 
IN-BN Corpat

none? none?

Information Sharing 
Centres

1. International Maritime 
Bureau (IMB)

2. Information Fusion 
Centre (IFC)

3. ReCAAP ISC

4. Indonesia Maritime 
Information Center 
(IMIC)
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10.1 ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre

20

Indonesia’s non-cooperation: 
the logic of absolute gain 
(Febrica, 2017: 179-81):
1. Benefits did not change the 

status quo much
2. PSR can be tackled via 

other forms of cooperation 



10.2 
Indonesia 
Maritime 
Information 
Centre 
(IMIC)

https://imic.bakamla.go.id/
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Thank you! Terima Kasih!
Questions & Comments?
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