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Overview

• Dependencies and vulnerabilities
• Maritime security and blue crime 
• Piracy and piracies
• Interconnections between blue crimes
• Piracy as cause and effect of blue crime
• Implications 



Dependencies and vulnerabilities



The blue acceleration 
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Maritime security and blue crime 
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Multi-agencySea and land

Interconnected 



Pirates and piracies

• Legal definitions and contentions
• Sophisticated and ‘low-level’ piracies
• Regional differences



How are blue crimes connected?

• Material and skills
• Criminal enterprise and business practices
• Geographic clustering
• Adaptation and opportunity 



Blue crime as a cause of piracy

• Coastal livelihoods
• IUU fishing and environmental crimes
• Piracy as alternative income in hard times
• Piracy as a defence against predation?



Piracy as a cause of blue crime

• Organised criminal networks
• Facilitating crimes
• Coastal community impacts
• Criminal labour pool



Pirates as ‘poly-criminals’

• Pressures and opportunities
• Adaptability 
• Displacement 



Implications and responses

• Adaptable criminal networks
• Displacement and unintended 

consequences
• Holistic approach to maritime security 


