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ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre Conducts Cluster Meeting in Vietnam
- Meeting enhanced cooperation between ReCAAP Focal Points in Southeast Asia
and strengthened joint capabilities to fight maritime crimes

The ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre (ISC) and Vietham Coast Guard today
concluded a Cluster Meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam. The meeting brought together
ReCAAP Focal Point officers from Brunei, Cambodia, China, Myanmar, Philippines
and Thailand, as well as the Malaysia Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA), to
discuss common maritime security challenges, and efforts to combat piracy and sea
robbery in ports and anchorages. Representatives from the Vietnam Coast Guard,
Vietnam Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre, Vietnam Maritime and Waterway
Administration, Vietham People's Navy, Vietnam Border Guard and shipping
companies also attended the meeting.

During the meeting from 10 to 13 November 2025, participants were updated on the
latest situation of piracy and sea robbery in Asia, and efforts by the ReCAAP ISC and
the littoral States to mitigate armed robbery against ships in the Straits of Malacca and
Singapore (SOMS). Maritime security agencies in Vietham shared their security
measures, operational capabilities and inter-agency collaboration to deter and combat
sea robbery, IUU fishing, narcotics smuggling and illegal migration in Vietnam’s ports,
anchorages and territorial waters. The MMEA shared several case studies on the theft
of oil cargo from tankers, and the successful arrest of perpetrators.

Executive Director of ReCAAP ISC, Mr Vijay D Chafekar, said, “Combating
transnational maritime crimes is often a challenging endeavour, due to fragmented
information sharing, different legal definitions and frameworks and resource
constraints. The ReCAAP ISC Cluster Meeting provided a platform for maritime law
enforcement agencies and maritime administrators in Southeast Asia to enhance
understanding and discuss collaborative approaches to fight piracy, sea robbery and
other transnational maritime crimes in the region.”

During the meeting, participants also discussed ways to enhance inter-agency
cooperation and coordination to prevent incidents of piracy and armed robbery against



ships, as well as how to minimise the hassle of incident reporting for shipping
companies.

Director of Law Enforcement for Vietnam Coast Guard, Senior Colonel Luong Dinh
Hung, said, “Transparency, open communication, and a mutual understanding of
shared maritime security challenges is key to enhancing cooperation between regional
maritime law enforcement agencies to fight crimes at sea. As a Contracting Party to
the ReCAAP, Vietnam is pleased to co-host the Cluster Meeting with ReCAAP |ISC,
and play a part in making regional waters safer for maritime trade and seafarers.”
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About ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre (ReCAAP ISC)

The Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery
against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP) is the first regional government-to-government
agreement to promote and enhance cooperation against piracy and armed robbery
against ships in Asia. The Agreement entered into force in 2006 with 14 Asian
countries as Contracting Parties, and the Information Sharing Centre was established
on November 29, 2006. To date, 21 States (14 Asian countries, 5 European countries,
Australia, the USA) have become Contracting Parties to ReCAAP. To fulfil its vision
as the Information Hub for combating piracy and armed robbery against ships in Asia,
ReCAAP ISC enhances regional cooperation through information sharing, capacity
building and cooperative arrangements. At the 12th Governing Council Meeting in
2018, the Council announced that ReCAAP ISC has met the criteria to be a Centre of
Excellence for information sharing in combating piracy and armed robbery at sea. For
more information about ReCAAP ISC, please visit http://www.recaap.org
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