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Report for February 2015
Incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia in February 2015
A total of 11 incidents of piracy
and armed robbery against ships
were reported in Asia in February
2015. Amongst these, one was
an incident of piracy and 10 were
armed robberies against ships. No
attempted incidents were reported
in February 2015. Refer to Graph 1
on the number of incidents reported
between February 2014 and February
2015.

Graph 1 – Number of incidents by Month (February 2014 to February 2015)
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Graph 2 – Number of incidents (February of 2011 to 2015)
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Compared to February of 2011-2014,
the number of incidents reported
in February 2015 is lowest among
February of the five-year reporting
period. Refer to Graph 2 on the
number of incidents reported in
February of 2011-2015.
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Of the 11 incidents reported in
February 2015, two were Category
1 incidents, two were Category 3
incidents and seven were pe y the
incidents. No Category 2 incidents
were reported in February 2015.
Chart 1 shows the significance level of
incidents reported during February of
2011-2015.
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Chart 1 – Significance Level of incidents (February of 2011-2015)
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Two-thirds of the total number of incidents reported in February 2015 were pe y the cases. However, of concern
was the occurrence of two Category 1 incidents involving siphoning of ship fuel/oil from product tankers, Lapin on
13 Feb 15, and Phubai PaƩra 1 on 20 Feb 15. Details of these incidents are featured in later part of this report.
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LocaƟon of Incidents
Of the 11 incidents reported in February 2015, five incidents occurred onboard ships while underway in the
eastbound lane of the Traﬃc Separa on Scheme (TSS) in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS), one onboard
ship while underway in the Malacca Strait; four onboard ships anchored at ports and anchorages in Vietnam and
one onboard a ship anchored in the South China Sea.

Ports and Anchorages in Vietnam
Four incidents were reported onboard ships anchored north of Vietnam at Haiphong and Hongai in February 2015,
of which one was a Category 3 incident and three were pe y the s. Similar modus operandi was observed in these
incidents which involved groups of two to five men who boarded the vessels during hours of darkness (between
2200-0400 hrs). Three of the four incidents reported the of paint. The close proximity of the incidents and its
occurrences within a five day period of 10-14 Feb 15 supports the possibility that the same group of perpetrators
might be involved. Notably, in all four incidents, the perpetrators escaped immediately a er realising that they had
been sighted by the crew. Ship masters and crew are advised to enhance vigilance, increase security watches and
sound the alarm when unknown people are sighted in the vicinity or onboard the ships. The ReCAAP ISC also urges
the relevant port authori es and enforcement agencies to maintain presence and beef up surveillance in the area to
deter poten al perpetrators.

Underway in Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS)
A total of six incidents were reported in SOMS in February 2015, of which one incident occurred in the Malacca
Strait and five incidents in the Singapore Strait (SS). Refer to Map 1 on the approximate loca on of the five incidents
reported in the SS.
Map 1 – LocaƟon of incidents in SOMS (February 2015)
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The five incidents in the SS occurred in the
eastbound lane of the TSS during 16-25 Feb
15. Of these, four occurred onboard bulk
carriers which were boarded predominantly
between 0515 hrs and 0610 hrs. Notably,
three of the four incidents occurred on
the same day (25 Feb 15) within a span of
three hours. Nothing was stolen in the first
two incidents (NYK Daniella and LBC Earth)
while engine spares were stolen from Cape
Mercury. Though not substan ated with
evidences at this juncture, it is assessed that
the same group of perpetrators might be
involved in the three incidents.

NYK Daniella,
Container ship
25 Feb 15 0305 hrs

Reportedly, in four of the five incidents, the perpetrators were sighted in the engine room; thus indicated that the
perpetrators were targe ng the ships’ engine spares. However, due to the vigilance of the crew who raised the
alarm, the perpetrators escaped empty-handed immediately in four of the five incidents. The ReCAAP ISC advised
masters and crew to exercise due diligence and vigilance during the vulnerable hours while their vessels were
underway in the area, and the li oral States to increase its patrols.
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Report for February 2015
Incident involving Lapin (13 Feb 15)
On 13 Feb 15, while underway to Krabi province, Thailand,
unconfirmed number of between six to eight perpetrators armed with
pistols and knives boarded the product tanker from a small boat. The
perpetrators gathered the crew and took control of the tanker.

Lapin

(Courtesy of ReCAAP Focal Point (Thailand))

Map 2 – Chronology of Events involving Lapin
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On 14 Feb 15 at or about 0400 hrs, the perpetrators anchored
at approximately 62.7 nm southwest of Port Klang (03° 23.94’ N,
100° 22.71’ E). Thereafter, an unknown vessel came alongside
and siphoned five tons of diesel from the tanker which was laden
with 2,000 tons of bunker oil. The perpetrators also destroyed
the communication devices; and stole the ship property and
crew’s belongings. Before they le the vessel, they ed the crew,
informed them that an improvised explosive package was left
onboard and threatened them not to move.
At or about 0700 hrs on the same day, the crew of Lapin managed
to free themselves and sailed towards Thailand. They anchored at
approximately 14.34 nm west of Ko Tarutao, Thailand and ac vated
the Ship Security Alarm System (SSAS). The master managed to
contact the shipping company with the assistance of a passing
fishing vessel.
The Royal Thai Navy (RTN) which is the ReCAAP Focal Point
(Thailand) boarded Lapin at a loca on north of Ko Tarutao. The
RTN reported that a Thai Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) team
disarmed the “improvised’ explosive package and found only an
electric circuit with no explosive or detonator a ached. Of concern
to the ReCAAP ISC and the authori es was the use of a dummy
Improvised Explosive Device by the perpetrators to threaten,
confuse and delay the crew from repor ng the incident as soon as
possible.

Thai authoriƟes disarming “explosive package” and view of the cabin aŌer perpetrators leŌ Lapin
(Photographs courtesy of ReCAAP Focal Point (Thailand))
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Incident involving Phubai PaƩra 1 (20 Feb 15)
Map 3 – LocaƟon of boarding of Phubai PaƩra 1
Legend
Loca on of incident
Pulau Aur

SINGAPORE

Before leaving the tanker, the perpetrators broke the CCTV camera
recorder, and stole the crew’s cash and belongings. The crew was
not harmed and the vessel made her way to Siracha, Thailand.
Inves ga on by the Thai authori es is ongoing.

Pulau Bintan

1

Another incident of oil siphoning occurred on 20 Feb 15 onboard
a Thailand-registered product tanker. While underway, six
perpetrators armed with machetes and pistols boarded the
product tanker from a small boat. Once boarded, they turned oﬀ
the naviga on and communica on systems. One of them seems
to be very skillful with the ship equipment. One portable GPS and
binocular were seen inside his bag. The perpetrators took control
of the vessel, and anchored 15 nm southeast of Pulau Aur. All crew
except the captain was confined to the dining hall. Another vessel
about 70 m long approached the starboard side and siphoned 980
MT of gasoline.

Phubai PaƩra 1
Product tanker
20 Feb 15 2145 hrs

Recovery of MT Rehobot (23 Feb 15)
On 23 Feb 15 at or about 2313 hrs, the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) which is also the ReCAAP Focal Point
(Philippines) reported to the ReCAAP ISC that MT Rehobot was found grounded in Barangay Cabuaya, Ma City,
Davao Oriental, Philippines. MT Rehobot laden with 1,100 tons of diesel, was boarded by eight masked perpetrators
armed with long knives in the vicinity of Lembeh Island, Indonesia on 28 Jan 15 at or about 2330 hrs. All 14
Indonesian crew of the chemical tanker were found in life ra s dri ing in the vicinity of Lembeh Island by the
Indonesian authori es on 31 Jan 15. MT Rehobot was reported missing a er that.
Map 4 – LocaƟons of boarding and discovery of MT Rehobot
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Report for February 2015
Ini al inspec on conducted by the PCG revealed that there were no altera ons made to the vessel and no damages
caused by the grounding. However, the vessel was ransacked by the locals, naviga onal equipment missing
and cabins were opened. However, the PCG managed to retrieve various equipment looted by the locals but no
naviga onal and communica ons equipment were recovered. The authori es is towing the vessel to a safer place in
Davao City and contac ng the owner. Inves ga on is underway.

IMO number changed

Bridge ransacked
Engine room flooded with water and oil
(Photographs courtesy of ReCAAP Focal Point (Philippines))

Conclusion
The ReCAAP ISC is concerned about the occurrence of ship fuel/oil siphoning incidents in February 2015, and the
use of dummy explosives by the perpetrators in the incident onboard Lapin, to threaten the crew and possibly,
to delay the crew’s responsiveness in making mely reports of the incident. Increased presence of enforcement
agencies in the region, and sharing of inves ga on outcome among the enforcement agencies is key to tracking
down the perpetrators, and arrest them. The ReCAAP ISC is collabora ng with INTERPOL in sharing informa on to
update its database on informa on related to such incidents to establish linkages and connec ons.
Vigilant and early detec on of a possible boarding is the most eﬀec ve deterrent, and reduces risk to the crew. It
provides the crew an opportunity to sound the alarm, alert other ships and the coastal authori es, and undertake
countermeasures and other response procedures.
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Map 5 – LocaƟon of incidents in February 2015
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Contact Details of ReCAAP Focal Points / Contact Point
Country & Agency In Charge
Australia
Border Protec on Command
Australian Mari me Security Opera ons Centre (AMSOC)

Point of Contact
Phone No
Fax Number
+61-2-6275-6000

+61-2-6275-6275

Email: AMIFC@customs.gov.au
Bangladesh
Department of Shipping

+88-02-9554206

+88-02-7168363

Email: info@dos.gov.bd
Brunei
Na onal Mari me Coordina on Centre Brunei

+673-2233751

+673-2233753

Email: p2mk@jpm.gov.bn
Cambodia
Merchant Marine Department

+85-5-2386-4110

+85-5-2386-4110

+86-10-6529-2218
+86-10-6529-2219
+86-10-6529-2221

+86-10-6529-2245

+85-2-2541-7714

Email: hkmrcc@mardep.gov.hk

+85-2-2233-7999
+85-2-2233-7998

Denmark
Danish Mari me Authority (DMA)

+45-9137-6000

+45-9137-6001

+91-22-2431-6558
+91-22-2438-8065

+91-22-2433-3727
+91-22-2431-6558

+81-3-3591-9812
+81-3-3591-6361

+81-3-3581-2853

+82-44-200-5895 to 98

+82-44-200-5886 to 88

+85-6-2121-2505

+85-6-2121-2505
+85-6-2121-2547

E-mail: mmd@online.com.kh
China
China Mari me Search and Rescue Centre (Beijing)
Email: cnmrcc@mot.gov.cn
Mari me Rescue Coordina on Centre (Hong Kong)

Email: ReCAAP-FP-DK@dma.dk
India
MRCC (Mumbai)
Coast Guard Region (West)
Mumbai – India
Email: indsar@vsnl.net
icgmrcc_mumbai@mtnl.net.in
mrcc-west@indiancoastguard.nic.in
Japan
Japan Coast Guard (JCG) Ops Centre
Email: jcg-op@mlit.go.jp
Republic of Korea
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Opera ons Centre
Email: piracy@gicoms.go.kr
Laos
Department of Foreign Rela ons
Ministry of Public Security
Email: keomps@yahoo.com
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Country & Agency In Charge
Myanmar
MRCC Ayeyarwaddy (Myanmar Navy)

Point of Contact
Phone No
Fax Number
+95-313-1650

+95-1202-417

+31-223-658-382

+31-223-658-358

+47-5274-5130
+47-5274-5000

+47-5274-5001

+63-2-527-3877
+63-2-527-8481 to 89
(ext: 6136/6137)
+63-917-724-3682
(Text Hotline)
+63-2-527-8481 loc6122

+63-2-527-3877

Singapore
Mari me and Port Authority of Singapore
Port Opera ons Control Centre (POCC)

+65-6226-5539
+65-6325-2493

+65-6227-9971
+65-6224-5776

Email: pocc@mpa.gov.sg
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka Navy Opera ons Centre

+94-11-244 5368

+94-11-244 9718

+66-2475-5432

+66-2475-4577

+44 2392-211951

+44 2392-212024
Please indicate “FAO NMIC
– A leg” if send via fax

Email: mrcc.yangon@mptmail.com.mm
Netherlands
Dutch Coastguard
Mari me Informa on Centre (MIK-NL)
Email: mik-nl@kustwacht.nl
Norway
Norwegian Mari me Authority
Email: morten.alsaker.lossius@sjofartsdir.no
Philippines
Philippine Coast Guard
PCG Ac on Centre-MRCC (Manila)
Email: pcg_cg2@yahoo.com
cg2@coastguard.gov.ph
isc.cg2@coastguard.gov.ph

Email: nhqsoo@navy.lk
nhqhydrographer@navy.lk
nhqdno@navy.lk
Thailand
Royal Thai Navy
Mari me Informa on Sharing Centre (MISC)
Email: miscdutyoﬃcer@misc.go.th
United Kingdom
Na onal Mari me Informa on Centre Opera ons Centre
Email: nmic-ws@mod.uk

United States
USCG Rescue Coordina on Center Alameda (RCCAlameda) +1-510-437-3701

+1-510-409-9437

Email: rccalameda@uscg.mil
Vietnam
Vietnam Coast Guard

+84-4-3355-4363

+84-4-3355-4378

Email: vietnamcoastguard@gmail.com
vietnamfocalpoint@yahoo.com.vn
Correct as at 2 February 2015
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InformaƟon for Readers
List of AbbreviaƟons
Below is a list of abbrevia ons that are commonly used in the reports published by the ReCAAP ISC.
A/B
ADF
CE
CPA
GMDSS
ICG
IFC
JCG
MDO
MGO
MMEA
MOGAS
MSTF
OOW
O/S
PCG
PNP
POCC
RMN
RSN
RTN
SCBA
SCS
Singapore PCG
SOMS
SSAS
SSSA
TNI-AL
TSS
VTIS
VTMS

Able Seaman
Automa ve Diesel Fuel
Chief Engineer
Chi agong Port Authority
Global Mari me Distress and Safety System
Indian Coast Guard
Informa on Fusion Centre
Japan Coast Guard
Marine Diesel Oil
Marine Gas Oil
Malaysian Mari me Enforcement Agency
Motor Gasoline
Mari me Security Task Force
Oﬃcer-on-Watch
Ordinary Seamen
Philippine Coast Guard
Philippine Na onal Police
Port Opera ons Control Centre
Royal Malaysian Navy
Republic of Singapore Navy
Royal Thai Navy
Self Contained Breathing Apparatus
South China Sea
Singapore Police Coast Guard
Straits of Malacca & Singapore
Ship Security Alert System
Sabah and Sarawak Shipowners’ Associa on
Indonesian Navy
Traﬃc Separa on Scheme
Vessel Traﬃc Informa on System
Vessel Traﬃc Management System

Time
The me of incidents indicated in this report is in local me.
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Appendix
DescripƟon of Incidents
Actual Incidents
CAT 1 (Very Significant)

S/N

1

Ship Name,
Type of Ship,
Flag, IMO No.,
GT
Sara
Container ship
An gua &
Barbuda
9590
9322243

CAT 3 (Less Significant)

Date
Time

10/02/15
0350 hrs

PeƩy theŌ (Minimum Significant)

LocaƟon of
Incident

20° 52’ N,
106° 40’ E
Nam Hai
Container
Terminal,
Haiphong,
Vietnam

Details of Incidents

While at berth, the deck watchman on routine rounds
sighted two perpetrators near the forward store. He alerted
the Chief Oﬃcer and the local police onboard the ship.
Upon seeing the deck watchman, the perpetrators escaped
immediately. Upon inves ga on, the padlock to the door
of the paint room was damaged and open. Ship stores,
paint and drums of curing agent were reported missing.
The ship agent and port authori es were no fied.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Vietnam)]

2

Anne KjersƟ
Bulk carrier
Singapore
32637
9432361

12/02/15
0254 hrs

20° 41’ N,
107° 12’ E
Approximately
4 nm southsoutheast of
Orange Island,
Hongai P/S
Anchorage,
Vietnam

While at anchor, five perpetrators armed with knives
boarded the bulk carrier. The OOW noticed some
movements on the forecastle and instructed the duty
A/B to check. The OOW then directed the aldis lamp
towards the perpetrators who escaped in their boat. Upon
inves ga on, it was discovered that some mooring ropes
and paint were stolen.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Vietnam]
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Appendix

S/N

3

Ship Name,
Type of Ship,
Flag, IMO No.,
GT
Lapin
Product tanker
Thailand
1848
7808786

Date
Time

13/02/15
1955 hrs

LocaƟon of
Incident

03° 11’ N,
100° 43’ E
SOMS

Details of Incidents

While underway to Krabi province, Thailand, unconfirmed
number of between six to eight perpetrators armed with
pistols and knives boarded the product tanker from a small
boat. The perpetrators gathered the crew and took control
of the tanker.
On 14 Feb 15 at or about 0400 hrs, the perpetrators
anchored at approximately 62.7 nm southwest of Port
Klang (03° 23.94’ N, 100° 22.71’ E). Thereafter, an
unknown vessel came alongside and siphoned five tons
of diesel from the tanker which was laden with 2,000
tons of bunker oil. The perpetrators also destroyed the
communica on devices; and stole the ship property and
crew’s belongings. Before they le the vessel, they ed the
crew, informed them that an improvised explosive package
was le onboard and threatened them not to move.
At or about 0700 hrs on the same day, the crew of Lapin
managed to free themselves and sailed towards Thailand.
They anchored at approximately 14.34 nm west of Ko
Tarutao, Thailand and activated the SSAS. The master
managed to contact the shipping company with the
assistance of a passing fishing vessel.
The RTN which is the ReCAAP Focal Point (Thailand)
boarded Lapin at a loca on north of Ko Tarutao. The RTN
reported that a Thai Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)
team disarmed the “improvised’ explosive package and
found only an electric circuit with no explosive or detonator
a ached.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Thailand)]

4

Cape Franklin
Container ship
Marshall Islands
15995
9359301

14/02/15
2210 hrs

20° 36.90’ N,
106° 51.30’ E
Haiphong OPL
Anchorage,
southeast of
Hon Dau Island,
Vietnam

While at anchor, the duty A/B on rou ne rounds spo ed
five perpetrators in black jackets on the forecastle deck. He
immediately informed the OOW who raised the alarm and
mustered the crew. Upon hearing the alarm and realising
the crew had been alerted, the robbers escaped in their
wooden motor boat. Upon investigation, the door to
the paint store was damaged and five cans of paint were
stolen.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Vietnam]
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S/N

5

Ship Name,
Type of Ship,
Flag, IMO No.,
GT
Sunny Eternity
Bulk carrier
Panama
40925
9658915

Date
Time

16/02/15
0515 hrs

LocaƟon of
Incident

01° 11.10’ N,
103° 24.90’ E
SOMS

Details of Incidents

While underway, seven perpetrators were boarded the
vessel from the starboard side. The alarm was raised and
all crew locked themselves in the accommoda on cabins.
No ng that the crew had been alerted, the perpetrators
escaped. The master reported the incident to the VTIS
West who immediately broadcasted the incident and
warned vessels in the vicinity. The crew was not injured
and nothing was stolen.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore)]

6

Phubai PaƩra 1
Product tanker
Thailand
5681
9481386

20/02/15
2145 hrs

02° 08.60’ N,
104° 39.30’ E
SCS

While underway, six perpetrators armed with machetes
and pistols boarded the product tanker from a small
boat. Once boarded, they turned oﬀ the naviga on and
communica on systems. One of them seems to be very
skillful with the ship equipment. One portable GPS and
binocular were seen inside his bag. The perpetrators took
control of the vessel, and anchored 15 nm southeast of
Pulau Aur. All crew except the captain was confined to the
dining hall. Another vessel about 70 m long approached the
starboard side and siphoned 980 MT of gasoline.
Before leaving the tanker, the perpetrators broke the CCTV
camera recorder, and stole the crew’s cash and belongings.
The crew was not harmed and the vessel made her way to
Siracha, Thailand. Inves ga on by the Thai authori es is
ongoing.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Thailand)]

7

Amber Beverly
Bulk carrier
Hong Kong, China
32521
9599717

21/02/15
0515 hrs

01° 09.51’ N,
103° 27.18’ E
SOMS

While underway, the crew spotted two perpetrators in
the engine room. The alarm was raised and the crew
mustered. A search was conducted onboard the ship but
no perpetrators were found. The crew was not injured and
nothing was stolen.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore)]

8

Global Mirai
Bulk carrier
Panama
58028
9558256

25/02/15
0130 hrs

20° 54’ N,
107° 07’ E
Oﬀ Hongai
Anchorage,
Vietnam

While at anchor, four perpetrators boarded the bulk carrier.
The alarm was raised and the crew mustered at the bridge.
No ng that the crew had been alerted, the perpetrators
escaped with stores including mooring rope, fire nozzle,
hydrant cap etc.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Japan)]
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Appendix

S/N

9

Ship Name,
Type of Ship,
Flag, IMO No.,
GT
NYK Daniella
Container ship
Singapore
27051
9355410

Date
Time

25/02/15
0305 hrs

LocaƟon of
Incident

01° 04.89’ N,
103° 34.50’ E
SOMS

Details of Incidents

While underway, the Third Engineer saw three perpetrators
in the engine room. He immediately went into the engine
control room and reported the incident to the master.
The alarm was raised and the crew mustered at the
bridge. A search was conducted onboard the ship but no
perpetrators were found. The crew was not injured and
nothing was stolen.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore)]

10

LBC Earth
Bulk carrier
Malta
42744
9644548

25/02/15
0515 hrs

01° 05.36’ N,
103° 35’ E
SOMS

While underway, the crew spotted three perpetrators
in the engine room. The alarm was raised and the crew
mustered. A search was conducted onboard the ship but
no perpetrators were found. The crew was not injured and
nothing was stolen.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore)]
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Cape Mercury
Bulk carrier
Singapore
85722
9150755

25/02/15
0610 hrs

01° 02.30’ N,
103° 39.04’ E
SOMS

While underway, the crew spo ed four perpetrators armed
with knives in the engine room. The ship alarm was raised,
crew mustered, and a search was conducted onboard the
ship. The SSAS was also activated. Upon investigation,
several engine spare parts were found missing.
[ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore)]

13

