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OVERVIEW

Two actual incidents of armed robbery against ships (one CAT 2! and one CAT 42) in Asia were reported to ReCAAP ISC. The incidents occurred
on 6 Nov 23 and 13 Nov 23 to a general cargo ship while anchored at Phu My Anchorage, Vietnam and a chemical tanker while anchored at
Kandla OTB Anchorage, India, respectively. The details of incidents are shown in table (*).
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AREA OF CONCERN

The ReCAAP ISC advises ships to continue to exercise enhanced vigilance when transiting areas of concern, including the Straits of Malacca and
Singapore; and littoral States to increase patrols and enforcement in these areas.

SITUATION OF ABDUCTION OF CREW IN THE SULU-CELEBES SEAS AND WATERS OFF EASTERN SABAH
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Celebes seas by the PCG, ReCAAP ISC have updated its Advisory for ships to
“aexercise vigilance & adopt necessary preventive measures while transiting
the area”.

Picture 1

e For ships transiting the area, the ship masters and crew are strongly
encouraged to exercise extra vigilance and report all incidents immediately to
the Operation Centres of the Philippines and Eastern Sabah Security Command
(ESSCOM) of Malaysia. The Contact Details of the Operation Centres of the
Philippines and ESSCOM of Malaysia are as shown in Picture 1.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Ship master and crew are to report all incidents of piracy and armed robbery against ships to the nearest coastal State RCC and flag State, referring
to the Poster on Contact Details for Reporting of Incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia, exercise vigilance and adopt
appropriate preventive measures taking reference from the Regional Guide 2 to Counter Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia.
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* Table at https://www.recaap.org/resources/ck/files/Number%200f%20Incidents/2023/List%200f%20Incidents %20for%202023.pdf for details of the incidents.

1 CAT (Category) 2 incident is moderately significant. Under this category, the perpetrators are likely to be armed with knives/machetes and in some incidents armed with guns. The crew is
threatened or held hostage temporarily and, in some cases, the crew suffered injury and physical violence.

2 CAT (Category) 4 incident is classified as ‘least significant’ in nature. Under this category, the perpetrators are not armed, and the crew not injured.

Enhancing Regional Cooperation...
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